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Welcome

Welcome to this first issue of the Depart-
ment of Mathematics Newsletter. Its pur-
pose is to give publicity to some of the ex-
citing things which are happening in the
Department, from the perspective of both
staff and students. We hope that you find
it of interest, that you will learn something
about the activities within the Department,
and about some of the people in it. For
more information, see our web page at

http://www.mcs.dundee.ac.uk:8080/

Dantzig Prize comes to Dundee

Professor Roger Fletcher (above) is the
joint winner of the most recent George B
Dantzig Prize for his work in Optimiza-
tion. The prize consisted of a Medal, and
a cheque for £2000. It is only the second
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time that the award, given by the Mathe-
matical Programming Society and the US
Society for Industrial and Applied Mathe-
matics, has ever come to the UK. Optimiza-
tion involves the development of mathemat-
ical methods to find the “best” solutions to
problems which arise in numerous branches
of science and engineering, for example find-
ing the most profitable investment strategy
for a bank or the most cost-effective design

for a bridge.

Lottery advice from local expert

Senior Lecturer Dr Dick Brown shared
his secrets about how to win the lottery
and attracted national media attention at
the same time when he held a public lec-
ture titled “Could it be you? Chances and
the National Lottery” at the University for



the British Association Promoting Science
and Technology. Dick, who says he does not
play the lottery himself (but he would say
that wouldn’t he) advised choosing numbers
randomly and avoiding using friends’ and
relatives’ birthday dates. Rumours that all
Departmental funds have been used to buy
lottery tickets are claimed to be unfounded.

New Mathematics Society up
and running

There is now a very active Mathematics
Society called DUMaS attached to the De-
partment. The Society is run by a group of
students (mostly 3rd years) and the Pres-
‘dent is Jessie Wilson, who is in third
year studying Mathematics and Statistics.
There are several events organised each
term, ranging in cultural span from Grub
and Booze nights to film nights, and it is
intended to have a Summer Ball each year.

The Society has produced a leaflet enti-
tled “A Student’s View” (of the Depart-
ment), and this will be sent to prospec-
tive students. The leaflet contains infor-
mation about Dundee and the Department,
including quotes from present and former
students. For example, Andrew Mahr, who
is a third year Honours Mathematics stu-
dent, says “The first thing that struck me
about the Department was how friendly ev-
erybody was. The lecturers seemed to take
a genuine interest in what I was doing ..”
Satnam Bhooee, who is also in third year,
doing Honours in Mathematics and Numer-
ical Analysis, reckons that “Everyone auto-
matically assumes that because I'm reading
Maths I want to be a Maths teacher. Either
that, or the next Carol Vorderman!” (So
what is 73 times 13, then?)

The leaflet is very informative and enter-
taining (it contains some good mathemat-
ical cartoons!), and is an excellent adver-
tisement for the Department, giving a very
good flavour of what it is like to be a stu-
dent here. So if you would like copies of this,
contact Jessie via the Department Office.

Another Fellow of the RSE

Head of Department Professor Tim
Goodman (above) was recently elected a
Fellow of the Royal Society of Edinburgh.
He works in Applied Analysis, and he
has made major contributions to computer
aided geometric design, and to the fairly
new subject of wavelets. His election brings
to three the number of Fellows of the
Royal Society of Edinburgh in the Depart-
ment, joining Professors Alistair Watson
and Roger Fletcher (and to six if we count
recently retired — but still regularly in the
Department and very mathematically ac-
tive — Professors Douglas Jones and Ron

Mitchell, and Dr Arthur Sands).

Sporty Graduate

An amateur golfing champion who has
successfully driven her way through four
years at the University of Dundee received a
First Class Honours degree in Mathematics
and Statistics at the graduation ceremony
last year.

Claire Hargan from Helensburgh has
played golf since the age of twelve when she
was dragged reluctantly onto a golf course
by her father. Following the completion of
her Highers at Lanard School, Claire was
awarded a bursary funded by the Royal and
Ancient Golf Club at St Andrews. This
provided her with the financial backing to
sustain her passion for golf throughout four







